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by one of so much consequence; but it is my duty to
say that M. de Vibraye, and particularly his lady, are
not the proper persons. His understanding is heavy and
confined; rather turbulent than active; and timid than
prudent. He is more the giver of dinners than the
representative of monarchy; he has neither manners,
elocution, nor eyes. Madame de Vibraye, who does not
want understanding, would be too gay even for Paris,
and, to speak plainly, she has little propriety, and less
decency. But as she is enterprising, she makes pre-
tensions to dignity with all the behavior of thoughtless-
ness; and, as she molds her husband as she pleases,
by suffering him to believe he is absolute master, she
renders him morose, uncivil, and rude. Besides which,
she sequesters him from the world; and such seques-
tration must everywhere, and particularly at Berlin, be
totally disadvantageous to an Ambassador of France.
This is one of the errors of Comte d'Esterno.

The following is the chief intelligence I hear concern-
ing the King and his administration, relative either to
his absence or his return. He is exceedingly dissatisfied
with the Stadtholder. It is affirmed you ought to accept
the declaration of Count Goerte. I repeat incessantly,
that this is the very time when our intentions ought no
longer to be suspected; since assuredly, if we wish the
destruction of the Stadtholdership, the Prince of Orange
has given us a fine opportunity. Prince Henry affirms
that, provided he was restored to the right of main-
taining order, and not of giving order, at the Hague,
and was in possession of a little money, the King would
be contented. I believe he, the King, feels the necessity
of not making a false step at the beginning of his
political career. One fact, I can assure you, is certain,
which is that it was the advice of Hertzberg to march
ten thousand men into Holland; and that there was on
this occasion a very warm contention between him and
General Moellendorf, in the King's presence. By this
you may judge of what is to be expected from the vio-
lence of such a Minister. Still, however, this has not
prevented him from being created a Count in Prussia;
and, if I am not mistaken, his influence continues.stinction.tion of the philosophers and the highest eulogium on the country. The bail-cted that he shed tears. The day before he had cut off many thou-
